
¢ƘŜ !./Ω{  
of  

Stucco 
by John Spoehr 

of HomePro Inspections 
 



The purpose of siding is to protect the 
structure.  

 



When we are in the super market and 
we buy eggs 

 



The issue first raised its ugly head with EFIS 
(Exterior Insulation and Finish System). 

  



{ǘǳŎŎƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ άōŀŘέ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ 
When properly installed  

it is  
actually a wonderful material. 



There are three types of masonry siding- 

stone, brick, 

 

and stucco which is the thinnest, 
weakest, lightest, cheapest 

 



The problem with poor application is 
wood rot 

 



All masonry sidings are porous. They 
absorb water.  

 



There were two common vapor 
barriers-.  

Tar paper 

 

and Tyvek 

 



The vapor barrier is the critical 
membrane!! 



It is all about the application 



Stucco over masonry- 

Old Pennsylvania stone 
farmhouse 

 

Stucco over block 

 



άhƭŘ ǘƛƳŜέ- translate Italian stone 
mason full of pride, great 

workmanship, one and done, more is 
better. Craftsmanship so good  

 



Number of stucco coats 
 

Parging 

 

Stucco over wire  

scratch, brown, finish coats 

 



Installed over wood- planking, solid sheathing- plywood, OSB,  or insulated sheathing 



It is not the material, it is the 
application.  

 



Where were the county/township inspectors?  
The codes were always there,  
they Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘΦ  

  



Time showed us the problems.  
We thought stucco was  

permanent and maintenance free 

 



Stucco installation issues:  

ÅNo weep screed installed at the intersection of 
house framing and the foundation.  

ÅNo caulk gap at all stucco terminations around 
windows, doors, utility penetrations and trim.   

ÅEarth and roof contact allowing capillary 
action.  

ÅMissing kickouts, drip cap and expansion 
joints.  



More Installation Issues 

ÅDark stains on stucco indicating the wood 
structure may be holding moisture. 

ÅCracks and holes.  

ÅPrevious repairs.   

ÅRust shows through were installed thin at lath.   

ÅInspector could not determine the thickness 
or see the window flashings.  

 



Consider all of the penetrations 
through the stucco in your home 

 



No caulk gap at all stucco terminations 
around windows, doors, utility 

penetrations and trim. 





Electrical 


